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7 ILL oj statttre gaunt as through
hut dignified earl silent

our me clad th robes of
their priestly office have just Suited Eng-
land to implore aid for a dying race

They were representatives of the
of Palestine who are o harried

and taxed by the Turks that lift is a con-

tinual struggle to them
The oldest Jewish sect on earth and

once very numerous the Samaritans have
dwindled to thirty families and fewer titan
ISO persons Js a people they have Ac

fed the ravages ftf war poverty and op-

pression nearly three years
Never unity been broken their
customs and manner of worship have re-

mained unchanged
Except that they are so pitifully few

in number the sect is the same today as it
was when the Good Samaritan of the

succored the traveler who had fallen
anions thieves ls unbroken line stretches
back to the morning of history when
Abraham crossed the Jordan and pitched
his tents in the laud of

A long and valiant struggle fur ex-

istence asking iolhtH but tn be let alone
with their traditions and their religion
have these people made but the rapacious
Turk is now slowly crushing out the life
of the little remnant In despair they
raise their voices to Christendom and cry

Save us or we ptiish-

LSlTOitb to the naU city KftUw n
North Palestine are attract tiler
more thun anything else by the patkeik
little religions community that

clung desperately throng t uturies of oppres-
sion and poverty to the f i t of its sacral
Mount Gerizim-

X more tenaciously has tlu avtue root h M-

to the granite sides of somber Ivbal the
vull y than has this devoted baud in

chosen abode to await 1 e avlvout f a new
nliarioun era

Of all religious nets this Is the moat ancient
the most extraordinary in a vay and yet the
f mallei t numerically and tb feeblest iu the
world Their story Is one of pathos ami tears
vet of unfaltering loyally i the traditions anti

that have down to them unchanged
fr ni the time of Father Abraham

Among UK millions of the human race tilt
Samaritans assert to bt tw only
true worshipers of God the soU depositaries of-

Jlis revealed will
The fire that was kindled from ucuren n
sacred altar of the JcWb has long been ex

timui hed pays an authority in expressing the
convictions of the Samaritans light that

after age shone out upon tbf surrounding
darkness froti te holy 3fount at

quenched in endless uifrht but its latest
illuminations linger still on the cliffs of Oer
izim in the mountains of Samaria a gleam of
inextinguishable light

CHOSBN sun OF ISRAEL

Ciinging to these cliffs steadfastly wat o-

jng that heavenly light these ancten Samari-
tans as the chosen seed of Israel airs waiting
in 6 ore and certain the coming of
the heerfnl morn that shall yet rise on tW
nd dreadful night that is till gathering arouwi

them We know that comotb which
ic called Chri t When lie is come He will tel
ua all things is their cry

A single ling arrow trect running eat and
west through a wonderful
composes Xablus The
tered in a colony in southwest quarter
Several hundred feet above theta towers Oer
izim their sacred mountain

While other people of Palestine have scat-
tered to the four corners of the earth ike trtt
Samaritan would sever thiuL of

AA1UJ

There clustered together in a recess of the
cliff they dwell quietly clcsu by their little syn-
agogue where they assemble for devotions eon
ducted as they were 3000 years ago

Every Samaritan dresses in white especially
wben appearing in in the as-
semblies ijid on all festival occasions lu ordr
to comply with Moslem regulations ntber than
from taste We men wear red turbans The
women Are permitted to wear earrings because
uf them the gulden calf was mude

The the Samaritans rv ll is
a sparkling gem of nature In aH the country-
rouxftlaboet there it nothing t t
ta beauty and fertility
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barren lands and dtsrrti stretch ti i

over much of the t rounding ctitntry
quiet haconcealed little valley blooms us

rose The profusion of ft nits wf r-

g sts of tbu tropics g uiul
grapes orange pomegranates owrieot-

onds and other fruits vii with each other iu
urions growth i this miniature Kdcu
is a of sky and atuuspberrc-

h has becn deaoribcd a a lovely i viab

Samaritans a ert that their real ia-

wiltt tlie true Israel of they
iDetinctioii i rum the Jews oWtfnxmits

Imve f niakcoi Uj reiigiou f ther-

flty declare that a vQ of Pentaurfteh ii-

ir is okfcir than that 4 f thy Jewi-
yhfyp other BMC en iJriW

as well Among the e i a 4p t
used iri theta vuago r f r iaig

v

inolo rw a silvrr aae nd kept in e eb st-
oiarirAl sertrll is rarely h to visitors It

f dingy skin rhih werc prepared
before invention of Mtwed-
terf The skins abrji fifteen V
e ftchec and are Hv worn yawl p ii
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ii lirjje purtkiis of the writ arc i

Legible
When the imiaritiuip want u V pv the

Pw tatecb s mM acliolar aoi ig hv ft k wi
print it oat bj hand They bstiv n ritLtin-
prwijOte A year is rttiuind i in k y
which is IWV4T s ld but kept fur tfi hstJ-
f1cinnuiuuity f

In rtHgi n ih i iiMKliu jip nvt-
hewtsr Tlny Kriuit m pivturoH f iiihui ia

fist to the iuj u ctiu tfi

ration in the Hfam j i a vu
above or m the earn btntJtB

They believe good sud-
l w vn goo iu
aftei vk atlt Atur a futtire itpi-
Ifavsr tlifC body oel aj

pny or unhappy
iftr live ftarth

auto hlmsftlf Iris throng of univtmal
Ion will be Jo T t GcrwnR tiRjkn
tones rnt which Joehua ww e tl Tea
matxlmoutd will be reoover rt as S i Asfyod-
vt U of the teinaje and the i t r
buried rn the mountain
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Amr iii then higl priest of the Samaritan
rilati d to tlc late Bishop Hurst of the Melho-
Uit Hincoopal a afro at

ulo vi o the coniinuniy-
ror lied he men nIl go

in VickoiJno s afte which wiH uome

will a period of
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r Jh prospective bridegroom mus-
Llwrant e an before his pry

jj considered
VVrittri out t l n tk the marria

ticreemeut u uitur sed wiij mucax
luring which prescribed rtiocs
the law are read aloud wcdiingff attviu
lust several days Gild end with Uttereh ii

bctweeit the nwlv au
iuir friends

A Samaritan prkat row in oi ac-
ith tins dcnd if the e4ati iimnaehr s

urm the tact of tio for ir k
parted oinks they subject thfBaelv o tlc
L vitkal law whid provuj s pena ee fir rt-

iiunitl urn leanness Fur this reason r
i ot of the sect re called in to pe7f m tt
burial office

After moraine set vice on the Sabbath x

a burial the entire aibut the uuJ a in pk m m u-
cordaneettirU the love eat of ancient TII-

KrerySfcHjath is str tl Abserted MU ihc
rest rr nJations and solttnnitv surroun ri-

i v of Atonement For twtnryfonr i thr
ply doiioLeai drink k M or eor vprv Oi

tire time w iBri eu to n ii jt j i

r ling flag iVriptur
Processions tv ih hole tnou aui oiarlc K-

ats of t and Passove-
t lay as they did JUUU vivir ago The Pasftovei

marked y speriallr and ancient
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Li i iu sun sets ui the prewdiiia clay i

r iiintinity proceed the top Oi Mount
i riJin ana encamrs For the P ohal aacri
tie six lambs without blemish are provided-

As the sun sets the members of the
tion in white robes gather about the ncrificliil
fires They chant prayers and sacred aonga-
fitinje the entire history of the plagues of
and tie establishment of the rassov r

While this ceremony is in progrcs the Iambi
arc Ifd out and the young moon app inted to
slay titan draw tl eir long sharp koivta At a
certain the are slain and the
sJavors cross themselves with the blood

whik bitter herbs inclosed In strips of

then retire to their tents until midnight wiec
the feast btsriti

At that tine the imn r the congregation
Kiaud iu two ling with shoes oa thdr fart
staves taPir ands and rottu about
their waifs as instructed RxodriaVxii 1JL

o reci ration each nunft tean off
pfeee of Heh and oata hurriedly and silently
Portions of the fio are then to

UM U in the tents
When them over every particle of re-

maining ftesh and lioiie is into the lie
nd burned The rest of the ni ht is phased in

and iu the morning the ictnm
to their hutnes and their daisy

Thus on this d movtttain in Samaria
the Pai hnl is oftVto year after yeai tka
only Jewish sacrifice still lingers in the
worWn sc a writer Kvcy detail of eera-
nHml l v by the ancient law is

observotL-
dr is the i l PaletttM-

f ue okieit and suouJl si seat in sUie world H i k
4H brat turn m all lit Kotarkabl bjatort-

lneiiou
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